
Woodland High School - Piano/Keyboard Techniques 

800 North Moseley Drive – Stockbridge, GA 30281 

Sierra Manson, Teacher – sierra.manson@henry.k12.ga.us 

770.389.2784 x 153 

 

Classroom Rules and Discipline Procedures: 

To ensure an optimum learning environment, please adhere to the following: 

- Students will be respectful to all adults and classmates 

- Students will be seated in class when the bell rings 

- Students will not display cell phones, portable electronic devices or 

unauthorized materials in class unless directed by a teacher to do so - this 

includes charging phones 

- Students will use computers/technology appropriately at all times - this includes 

the pianos in the lab (know that one piano station is expensive to repair/replace, 

so we need to make these last) 

- Students will follow all rules of Woodland High School and Henry County 

Schools 

- No food or drink is allowed in the piano lab (water is allowed in closed 

containers) 

 

Required Materials and Texts 

- 3-ring binder – You will need something in which to keep handouts/assignments 

- Pencils 

- Manuscript/Staff paper-this can be purchased or printed for free from the internet 

- You will be assigned two books to use in class - these books should not leave the 

piano lab for any reason - the replacement cost of each book is $15 

 

Make-up Work Policies: 

-Unexcused absences will result in no grades awarded for work given while absent. 

-Excused absences allow the students to make up work in the equal amount of time they 

were absent. 
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Grading 

I. Course Final Average: 80% 

Formative assessments – Daily/Weekly grades and written assignments: 15% 

Summative assessments – Playing tests: 40%, Quizzes (written/playing): 25% 

II. Final Exam: 20% - this will be in recital format 

Daily/Weekly Grades 

Students will be graded each day in class – each day is worth 20 points, making each 

week worth 100 points. Students will gain points based on their participation and 

engagement in class. Each student will start each week with 0 points and will gain 

points as each week progresses. 

Unexcused absences will result in all points being lost for that day. 

Excused absences will not receive any point deduction. 

Written Assignments: You will be given copies of pages from the books and will be 

expected to complete as appropriate - these will be turned in, graded, and returned and 

will be the basis for all written quizzes. 

Playing Tests : At the end of each unit, you will be expected to play music from the book 

for a test grade. These will generally include playing something more substantial than 

quizzes and will usually include at least a piece of music. 

Quizzes: written quizzes will be made up from the work previously done and will include 

music theory and written technique elements. Playing quizzes will usually include playing 

short passages and scales with correct technique and fingerings. 

 

Summary  

This class is designed to give you basic piano playing skills so that you might be able read and 

play music on any piano. The class will overall be self-paced - you will be expected to reach 

certain guide-posts by certain dates. You are allowed to go ahead if you like, but you must test 

on each unit by the date given in the calendar. Please remember that the pianos in the lab 

aren’t toys and should be treated like other musical instruments - with respect and care. That 

being said, I do encourage you to play the music you’d like to play and to experiment as long as 

you’re keeping up with the pace of the class. 

Please sign the online signature page at: 

https://forms.gle/3LaHF5dQGZY8PCQd8 

https://forms.gle/3LaHF5dQGZY8PCQd8

